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You Don’t Speak American? Part.1

You don’t speak American? Five years ago if any US citizen dared to ask this question they
would have probably been laughed out of the staffroom. But these days, as we constantly here
Chinese kids shout out “Oh My Gawd!” in class, when they don’t know an answer, we are
swamped with American textbooks with Mum spelt MOM and are plagued by listening tasks
everyday that don’t have a single non-American voice actor. | have been working in Shanghai
for almost four years and have noticed a change in the way | communicate. | have started to
tone down the Aussiness and have slowly morphed my words into some sort of international
mixing pot.

The Boy From Downunder

Now you may think I’m just some whining Aussie and this has no relevance to the grander
scheme of things, but actually it does, | had the pleasure of meeting Dr. Yu Lee at the
Sino-British College (a Linguists specialist and very experienced ESL teacher) and he had a lot
to say about the topic. Although he doesn't agree with all of my views, he did put things in
perspective.

Firstly he agrees that American English is ‘fairly big’ in China as the three big companies, Wall
Street, New World and EF are all foreign owned, EF being the only non-american (Swedish)
and the new kid on the block, Disney English being the standout, only employing American
Native English speakers until recently.
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