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Halloween?

What is all the fuss about Halloween? All it is, is an American holiday where kids
dress up in scary costumes and knock on doors asking for candy. It's a as American
as the New York Yankees and hot dogs, so why is the world is slowly warming to it.
Halloween is just as alien to me as it is to the Chinese. It is as relevant as that other
American holiday Thanksgiving, I still have no idea what that is about. I've grown up
knowing of Halloween, thanks to TV and have gradually seen it grow in popularity in
Australia. However my Mother was completely against it so the end of October
meant nothing to my family and I thought nothing of it.

However once I moved to Shanghai and started to work with other teachers from
the US and Halloween has slowly grown on me. Being an English teacher doesn’t
help the Halloween resistance as every year us non-American teachers are
pressured into dressing up as Vampires and are often persuaded into face painting
our students with werewolf and Frankenstein features. In the English lessons, many
teachers replace their classes with hours of cutting out pumpkin head worksheets in
the classroom covered in black streamers and witches broomsticks. So what is the
point of it all? Is there some deeper meaning?

Easter is a big thing in Australia for obvious reasons, we love chocolate, we love
long weekends and oh yeah, a lot of Australians believe that the son of god was
murdered by those evil pagan loving Romans and then came back to life on Easter
Sunday, nothing special, just the savior of all our souls. Not that it is emphasized
much commercially as its really hard to find chocolate crucifixes or crunchy caramel
crowns of thorns. But isn’t the Easter egg the symbol of new life? Well, that’s what
my Mum always told me. So where does Halloween fit in with all this? Does it have
any violent stories of men being whipped and stabbed with spears? Sure there loads
of cool horror movies, but we can watch them any time, where are all the Halloween
themed cartoons and movies? Maybe they are only shown in the US?

But when I step outside my English learning centre during late October, I start to see
the influence spread onto the very streets of Shanghai.

The influence of American lifestyle on the entire world is so strong, even villages up
in the remote, slopes of Tibet are starting to feel the force. I swear I sore a monk
holding a bag of candy last October on CCTV5 news, and he may have been wearing

a pair of Nike Air Jordans too! When will the madness stop?
| & -



~JOBA AFMASD BAIGE~

SEOE. —FHMEINIEIFEN 11128148 ~ "1261878

BNIRETFRZDOICHDERBEER [20d/snt

REZLT.BRNDRREZREINDIETEN "11%£11828H ~ '1242H15H

BNIRETR P2-SRAGENRER [20ddunt

SHEOM. —FIBEINIEIEN AB#E: '1149826H ~ BH#E '114$1083H~

BNVIRETFRZOICHDERAEEE 304 s0E

ARDVEL R NDTFT7=Z %@L'Cwi‘ﬂ‘i»
B MEF RO DS BAEESOERISETRE g

SRR EEE O —

SR HE SA1H~11830

SMVADY - EHLAS
+81—-3—5754—-2240

ot - a2
RACEGAL / i |
= =11 ] *@%
BT hRSESE ! A2 v
‘f.)") v%ﬁ Iltip:llﬁc.lplblolklkokul
= — Fiéfii@ﬂﬂ%#é[lofu%&f.wu
(-(‘.'E?"jt ’«':'J:;?;‘f;f »IZI kalgal@sfc colp
g8l SR BBPFENM))- .

*HQ!M~A/\~/’(WP//SV c jplie/) ES@MIEZL,
waRi-s~-v agn 1,720R amaRG- 20x-y AEs 9408

HEWREAS HRHEBOEAIT VY vIL)
T100-8270 WREBTERAFE -3-28HERR

HONFEFHBTR - BBPREO1—IU-BFROHLLIAEB - BBLAHIE -

http://digital.asagaku.com
= = = S . & & 7

RERFETHIIZVIR AR —l—

e s €0 q:+ i A5t

SAMHT. BAOTHTET nl- i

EELDWE DN, <oy Hu DEE

EERITHBE) EBBILET, I =

BEVAEDE. FRLABZRBKR—LA=IHEESE BEhSTE T — R 5 425 B 455 BI) 58 B
(=i o] s, EEERERI-2 EiE - (EXRE

www.panahome-kaigai.com
JOBAR R AH HEHRHABEREHA3-39-9

JUHR—LBNEAE Bea ossmmr e www.jolnet.com  @ZD jobajp@joinet.com

T163-0927 HWREHMEXFAIHE2-3-1 HEE/UR27K TEL +81-3-6863-8805




JOBA ISk

FhiEih : LishREXXILKE 641 5
TBRFRAREPHRE 4 54 210 =
¥ : 021-6268-1877

HP : http://joba.sh.jolnet.com/




